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Overview 

ü Gilligan (1992) claimed that Moral Judgment and Care formed 

different domains 

ü Kegan (1982) asserted that there was just one domain 

ü This study used a factor analysis of 9 very different stage 

instruments to see how many factors are found 

ü Do task performances across subdomains form a single 

domain? 

ü If they do, that would support Piagetôs theory of synchrony of 

development  

ü The instruments were from 

¸ Logic/mathematics/physical sciences subdomain 

¸ Social/moral/caring/empathy/perspective-taking/ informed-consent 

subdomain   
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Commonsô Model of Hierarchical Complexity 

ü The Model of Hierarchical Complexity (MHC) is a neo Piagetian 

mathematical model 

ü MHC allows for the measurement of stage performance  

ü It deconstructs tasks into the actions that must be done at each order  

¸ This is to build the behavior needed to successfully complete a task 

ü It classifies tasks by their order of hierarchical complexity 

ü Commonsô Model identifies 16 Orders Of Hierarchical Complexity 

 



Three Axioms of 

The Model of Hierarchical Complexity  

Higher Order Action 

Is: 

ü a) Defined in terms of 

tasks actions from the 

next lower order of 

hierarchical complexity  

ü b) Defined as the higher 

order task action that 

organizes two or more 

less complex actions 

ü c) The ordering of the 

lower task actions have 

to be carried out non �± 
arbitrarily way 

 

 

 

 


