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The Ethic of Justice 

ÅLawrence Kohlberg 

 (1927 ï 1987) 

  

ÅExpanded Piagetôs model 

 of moral development 
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The Ethic of Care 
 

 

ÅCarol Gilligan 

 (1936 - ) 

  

ÅIn a Different Voice 

  (1982) 

 

Carol Gilligan: In a Different Voice 

ÅòIn the different voice of women lies 
  the truth of an ethic of care, the tie  
 between relationship and responsibility, 
 and the origins of aggression in the 
 failure of connection.ò 

 
ÅòImplicitly adopting the male life as the norm, 
 they have tried to fashion women out of a  
 masculine cloth. It all goes back to Adam and Eve 
 a story which shows that if you make a woman  
 out of man, you are bound to get into trouble.ò 
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Theory 

ÅEthic of Care develops from early childhood 
experiences of attachment to others - reflects an 
ideal of love, connection and mutual responsiveness. 
ÅEthic of Justice develops from early experiences of 

inequality and reflects an ideal of fairness, equality, 
and reciprocity.  
ÅGirls: Being parented by a person of the same sex, 

they identify with and stay longer in close proximity 
to mother. Creating & continuing close connection 
with others becomes more central to girls' gender 
identity and self-esteem (Chodorow, 1978).  

 Boys: Focus more on the experience of inequality; 
separation or independence becomes more salient 
for their identity and self -esteem.  
 

The Ethic of Care 
 

 

ÅEva Skoe 

 

ÅThe Ethic of Care Interview 

  (1998) 
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The Lisa Dilemma 

Å Lisa is a successful teacher in her late 
twenties who has always supported herself.  Her 
life has been centered on her work and she has 
been offered a permanent position for next year.  
Recently she has been involved in an intense 
love affair with a married man and now finds 
that she is pregnant.  

 

Å What do you think Lisa should do?  Why? 
  

The Betty Dilemma 
 

Å  Betty, in her late thirties, has been married to Erik for several 
years. They have two children, 8 and 10 years old. Throughout the 
marriage Betty has been at home, looking after the house and the 
children.  For the last few years Betty has felt increasingly unhappy 
in the marriage relationship.  She finds her husband demanding, 
self-centered and insensitive as well as uninterested in her needs 
and feelings.  Betty has several times tried to communicate her 
unhappiness and frustration to her husband, but he continually 
ignores and rejects her attempts.  Betty has become very attracted 
to another man, Steven, a single teacher.  Recently, Steven has 
asked Betty for a more intimate, committed relationship.  
 

Å  What do you think Betty should do?  Why?  
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The Chris Dilemma 

 

ÅChris, a 26 year old man, has decided to live on his 
own after having shared an apartment with a friend 
for the last three years.  He finds that he is much 
happier living alone as he now has more privacy and 
independence and gets more work and studying 
done.  One day his father, whom he has not seen 
for a long while as they do not get along too well, 
arrives at the doorstop with two large suitcases, 
saying that he is lonely and wants to live with Chris.  
 
ÅWhat do you think Chris should do?  Why? 

The Ethic of Care Interview 
(Skoe, 1998) 

 

ÅLevel 1:     Survival (Care for Self)  
                Caring for self in order to ensure survival. òShould is 

     undifferentiated from òwantò.  
      
ÅLevel 1.5:  From Survival to Responsibility  
                Movement toward responsibility that entails attachment  

     to others. Concept of  "selfishness" & òresponsibilityò 
     appears. 
 

ÅLevel 2:     Conventions of Goodness  (Care for Others)  
                òGood" is seen as self-sacrificing caring for others in 

      order to gain their acceptance/approval and right is 
      externally defined. 
 
 


